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Communion vvith God. 
I'N 
TWO SERMONS 


Preach'd at Paurs: 


| "The fiſt, Sept. 3. 1654. 
The ſecond, March 25.1655, 


A 


| 


By SAMUEL ANNESLEY L.L. D. Miniſter 
ofthe Goſpel at Joun Evangel. Lonbon, 


Eeauss, 3, 19, 
That you might be filled with all the fulneſſe of God, 


pom _ Printed by Eves Tyler , and are to be fold 
Ln oe x Filiew Grauhem, the figne of the 


Black Bear in Pauls Church-yard, 1655. ] 
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To the Right Honourable 
CHRISTOPHER PACK, 
LORD-MAYOR of LONDON, 


And the Right VVorthipfull ArpzrRMeN 


of the ſame Famous City. 

My Lord, | 
SEETSESESE ESO you bad nothing befides the 
SIA (= of naked amiablenes of the ſub> 
ol ject #orender theſe Sermons 
ol acceptable,ſo 1 bave nothing 
| D | but wyObedicnceto Magi 
1 I —_ ſtracy to preface their public 


as " cation-Muſt Inct by your eies 

[ze && by your faith believe zheſe truths rhus clou- 
ded in their diſcovery, profitable? But ſeeing you 
Surpriſe me with au Order, Give me leave to fol- 
A } low 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
low your Ocder, further, then perbaps you thinke 
it leades me, and that is, to retort it back upon your 
own conſciences. 

Your commands ( for ſuch are your defires ) 
(all ſuperionrs deſires being commands enamel d 
with bumility)girve a Solemwn avouchment of the 
Truths you beard,and therefore- if you-do hence- 
forth in the leaſ# depart from Goa, or preferre 
any thing, 7 ſpeak the word agame.Any thing, 
before bim, you tranſgreſſe not onely Gods laws but 
your ownzand ſuch kind of Sinuing againſt your 
oÞn conceſſions js more haynous then barely to ſin 
againſt God, 

Tour order( Virtually )recommends theſe truths 
. tootbers, Icamot (ufficently aſſert, and therefore 
intreat you to enquire what will be the aggrarvation 
of walking coutrary tothem. 
lchoſaphat ſent his Princes to teach ( that 
is, to encourage the Miniſters t0tcach ) in the 
(ities of ludah , aud by ſuch Ord:rs as theſe, 
you preach to#be world, what is preach'd to you at 
Pauls. 

Let me crave leave 10 be plain. You may 
eaſily be en/nared by caſing your eye upon this 
ſubjeft ; for , if you read no more, you have read 
zoo much :if you read on, expeFting crabroydery, 
104 


L 
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The Epiſtle Dodicatory 
loſe your labour ; if with negl:&, your ſoules 
Either ſand ſuch truths beartily or abjure them 
ſpeedily ; be uot deveived,God will not be mocked, 
the more gracious bis conde /cenfion for acceptance, 
the more grievous his indignation for refuſal; 
and your refuſall of God can neither be more nor 
eſſe, thes a | Choiſc rejeQtion J I beſeeh you 
therefore, reſolrve upon ſomethin g, and let notour 
reſolutions come tono'bing. As youare C hri- 
ſtians,make Religion your buſineſſe, that youmay 
enjoy God, and as you are Magiſtrates, walk a5 be- 
comes (if Imay ſo ſp+ak,Earthly deitics, as)thoſe 
that are called Gods. 
I do not charge you in the leaſt,but bumbly prompt 
Jour conſciences to demand of you an Account: 
what have you done like Gods, and for God frnce - 
Jon came into places of Authority ? When you 
ſtood upon lower ground did you not think magiſtrates 
might do more then they did? do you now do , What 
gyouthen thought 2 If youſay you have performed 
the commandment of the Lord, a by-ſtander wil 
perhaps reply, What mean then the Blaſphemous 
ſwearing , the roaring drunkenneſſe, the | com- 
mon ] Whoredomes, the rambling Sbbath- 
breaking? &c. may theſe Sons of Belial plead 
liberty of conſcience2If you cannot reach thoſe pu 


The Epiltle Dedicatory: 
pull the crown. from the bead of (hrift in way 0 
[rity Wickedneſſe: pray bold their hands, gy 
would ſtab the heart of Chriſt by morall wicked. 
weſe, If reaſon of ſtate leave God tovindicate 
his own glory in matters of religion, let not Laws 
of Rate lye dormant at your doors for want of execu- 
tion. T1f you cannot do what you would, do 
what you can: do ſomething,& ſomething which may 
proclameyouL.Deſervedly-renowned Chriſtian. 
Magiltrates*] ' 
No more words but wilhes, that 1 cow'd tempt 
you, or fright jou into Communion with God. 'tis 
the very defire of 


Mr Loxzp and Gentlemen, 


Apr, T. 
I 659. 


Your Soul-Seryant, 


Saulzrt AnnusSLay. 
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PsAr, 73, 25, 26. 


Whom have T in heaven but thee? ' and there is 
none upon earth that 1 deſire beſides thee, 

My fleſh and my heart faileth : but God is the ftrenct5 
of my heart , and my portion for ever, 


® Ere Phylactenes in ulc a Chriſti- 
ans, I would recommend this Scri- 
prure to be bound abour your necks, or 
written upon the table of your hearts. 

This is a Scripture wherean we may 
well fay AMEN), to eAngyſtines Con- 
feſſions, Othe wonderful depth , my God, 
the wonderful depth of thy Word \ though there be ſuperficies 
blandiens 5 anout-ſ{1de (weerncſle 5 tempting #4 to taſte it ; 
T here's an inſide excellency Jovieg wn to admixe it ; its matter 
of horrour to view its dimenſions, but *tis horror honoris , tre- 
mor amoris, an horrour of honour , and a trembling ob 
love, For, 

Whom have I in heaven but thee?) q,d, who istherc in 
heaven for me to truſt in, or call upon beſides God 2 or 
tus, Whatis there, that - precious in heaven , _ [ 
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2 
deſire without thee, or before thee > whow haye 1 in 
mo" arth that 1 defre beſides th 
re1s nome xpon e that £ s thee? 

Tecum oli m terra | lo cabafh) the word is uſed of ol 
chem, Gen, 34, IS, : he bad delig inJacobs daughter, 50, 
(4.4, ) can Iſo muchas wiſh, much leſſe dote upon any 
thing oncarth ? nothing leſſe, my acquieſcence in God 
renders all _ without him nothing worth, there is 
none upon earth that 7 deſire befides thee,” 

ly fleſb and my heart faileth,] here he interwcaveth 
his former complaint with his preſent comfort: 49.4, my 
body and ſpirit are almoſt overwhelmed with griet, when 
I ſce my ſelf fo variouſly miſerable, and rhe wicked fo 
triumphantly happy. 

But God is the ſtrength of my heart, | in Hebr, it is the 
rock cf my heart, a-xock unplics ſtrength, and ſafety : 4.9, 
Though my trials be ſo great that no humanitrength can 
prevent or {uſtain them, yet God is my Rock, the Rock 
of ages: In him I have never failing ſupport, and ſafery, 
God 18 the ſtrength of my heart, : 

And my portion, ] 1t15a Metaphor taken from the an- 
cicat cuſtome of dividing inheritances, whereby every 
Heire had his allotted portion: q» 4, Let the men of the 
world ſharc the world among them, let the Ziba's of the 
world take all, ſo I may have God tobe my portion, 

My portion for ever,| notfor a time, but for ever, t4ntun: 
habeos,& nunquam 101 habeo , ] haveſo Oreat a portioh,and 
{ ſhallnever nothave ir, Whatever befals me, this is c- 
nough ro uphold me, God is the ſtrength of my heart, and my 
portion for ever, ; 

And thus yon havethe words ſingly opened, I muſt 
£Onfeſle I am loath to make any further divition ; bc 
cauſe our happineſle is bouad up in their ſtrict conjunti- 
0:1, Therefore withour any more adoc, this Obſeryati- 
en {milcsupon you, T har, 


God alone is, beyond compariſon » more defireable _ any 
ming, 


Conmuaiiion with' God, 3 


thing , then all things in beaven and carth, | 

W hen [reel had ed 3.1 3,1 4, Moſes firſt begs 
their pardon, he then begges connſel,and then proteftion;you 
have all anſwered inthis, [willbe with thee ; .but when hc 
hath this,he craves more of ir, Lord ſhew me thy glory, v.18, 
Might we think any thing ſtrangeina foul's reſtletle ica- 
paticace of the leaſt ablencc,after lome enjoyment of Ged, 
we might wonder atPeter whenChriſt had been but a pray- 
er tte abſent, he would venture to walk upon the raging 
Sea ; and at another time, rothrow hunſfelt into the Sea, 
and all to enjoy him a few 2zizxres ſooner, But I necd 
not call in Scriptures, unleſle for illuſtration. 

For Explanatiou we cnquire firſt, 

Qy, 1, Whar 1s there in heayen that may take up 
the heart ? (might we not rather aske, what isnot there 
that the heart candelire ? ) Ianſwer, | 

Firit, Privatively, bear with the expreſſion , for I know 
act how elſe ro word it, There'sa double priyation. 


1, Oftin andall things attending it, Rev, 21. 4, God 
ſhall wipe away all teares fromtheir eyes , there ſhall 
be no more death, neither ſorrow , nor crying , nei- 
ther ſhall there be any more plague, for the former 
things are paſſed away, T he wicked ſhall never 
grieve the godly morc. There ſhall never riſe 
anunrucly thought,or diſorderly afteftion more. 
Sin ſhall not only be pardoned, but aboliſhed; 
there ſhall be an happy privation of fin, And, 

2, Ot Fears there ſhall never -be the leaſt fear of be- 
ing diſpoſſefied , 1 Joby 4.18, Perfe& love in 
heaven caſts out all fear of hell, We muſt while 
we live, With fear and trembling work out our ſalua- 
tion: But then, yas A will 12 a moment 
work out our fear and trembl;ng, Thus privatively. 


Sccondly,. Negatively, and here again, I ſhould excn(C 


chccxpreſſion, were it nor, _ what the hearr of "_ 
2 - [1c 
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4 Commbutiien.axitbni@ad;  *:.: 
did never conceive, the tongue of man can never expreſſe, 
Therefore Negatively, 38 

I, There's nothing that a.carnal heart can any way 
fancy. There's no Elyſwrn ficlds,.no Taki paradile, 
there's nofuch reſtasrhe lazy dreamot, nor honour 
as will ſatisfie:the ambitious »-:nor {ſuch a treaſure as is 
ſuitable to the coverous, In a word » whatever a carnal 
_ thinks of heaven, he thinks amifſe, Not onely 
{o, urs 

\ 2. Thoſe that are mheaven, have more glory then 
they canftand under, That though their bodics ſhail 
be like the glorious body of Chrift, and their ſouls like 
Angels; yet all that we hcar from them,like a complaint 
is, that their Crownes of Glory are too hcavy tor them, 
In Revel, 4.4. youhavea vition of the Church Repre- 
{entative, Sitting, and having on their heads crownes of 
gold ; but ver,10, They fall down before him that ſate upon 
the throne, and caſt their crownes before him , as being wil- 
ling their Crownes ſhould make God a foot-{toole, Their 
work is to hand off Glory fromthemſelves to God unto c- 
tcraity, Plainly, there's no creacure tn Heaven, able to 
bear {omuch Glory, « is there to be had, And thus you 
ice Negatively what there is notin Heaven, 

Thirdly, Poſitively, What have I in Heaven butthce? 
\Whom have I in heayen but thee > We will enquire &rſt 
iato the what, and the whom , and leave the | But] to 
be opened afterwards, - What 55 there 11 Heaven > 

1+ Grace glorified, or Grace periefted; we ſec now dark- 
ly ſub integumento ſymbolernm, but when I awake , I (hall be 
(uisfied with thy Lkeneſſe, that is, I ſhall be as like God as 
my ſoul can deſire, I ſhall never need to pray for Grace 
more , never {trive more to grow in Grace, onr poor ri- 
_ of Grace ſhall be {wailowed up in the Ocean of 

ory. 

4 Happineſſe ſhall be compleated , our inheritance 151n- 
corruptivley undefiled, and thattaderh not away, 3 Per. 
1,4, thatis, it 15 not compounded of corruptible ingredi- 

cnts, 
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ents, Iris not ſubjeft to ſinful pollution, It is beyond 
poſſibility of withering, unorthe dayes of eternity, And 
luch a Reſt there remaines for all the people of God, ſuch hon- 
our have all rhe Saints, This 1s the cnj , ; 
we come to the company, the Whom, Whems have 
they in heaven ? 

1, The ſociety of all Saints, Thoſe whom wechavelo- 
ved, and prizedy with whom we have wept» and prayed: 
whole company on carth hath been refreſhing. How 
welcome will a never-parting-meceting be 27 Boba 2 
Aye, thoſe whom we have admired , though we never 
{awrhcm, we ſhall then ſce, and enjoy for ever ; Marth, 
8, 11, Many ſhall come from the Eaſt, and Weſt, and ſhall fit 
down with Abraham, and I{aac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, How (weet will it be to diſcourſe with Moſes, 
when your face ſhall ſhine as well as his > To converſe 
with Solomon, when your wildome ſhall excced whatever 
is recorded of his? To joynin the conſort of prailes with 
that ſwceet-{inger of 1ſrae! , when you ſhall be perſons 
afrer Gods own heart , withaqut a 6#t in your commen- 
dations ? 

2, Angels ſhall be your companions, Wereadin Matth, 
22, of a guard of Rowan-Souldiers, that cyen fainted a- 
way at the ſight of an Angel ; and {oſoon as _ came 
rothemlelves, they run from their _— bur the ſame 
Angcl {aid to feeble womens fear not, "They tell us now, 
tACy are our fellow-ſervants > but Chriſt hath rold us more, 
we ſhall be their equals, Luk, 20, 36, though not innature, 
yet in qualities: we ſhall be no more {ubje& to finthen 
they : we ſhall want any enjoyments no more then 
they: weſhall be happy as long as they, And thus you 
have the anſwer to the firſt Query. The ſecond is, 

Qs, 2, What is there on carthto enter the liſts of 
compariſon with the enjoyment of God > May we not {ce 
the fartheſt end otall worldly perfeftion > I will repre- 
ſcat the world 11 its faireſt drefſe ; and name not onely 
what | of the world, ] moſt men think the beſt ; but whar 
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6 Communion with God, - 

[ in the world, | _$00d. men know the beſt, And though 
they appear iu Troops , yer inthe midſt of worldly {uffici- 
cncy you will bein ſtraits. : 

1, Taketheworld iathe Scripmre-diſtribution, x Job» 
2,16, All that is inthe world, is either the luſt of the fleſh, the 
luſt of the eyes, or the pride xl {fe; ylcaſures, profits,or hon- 
ours. Had you ſuch deli zh inthe creature , as that, you 
could ſay, this is the gift of g od ; So much money as to an- 
ſwer allthings: fo much honoxr, as to cauſe your terronr is 
the land of the living, You may read one Text that ſhall 
grantthis to be a kindc of happincile, but with the next, 
breathblaſt it , Pal. 144. 15. Happy is the people that is in 
ſuch acaſe ; yea, happy is the people whoſe God is the Lord, in 
luch acalc; what caſc is that? that hath victory over 
cnemics, v.10, that's honour.:ble; Relative comforts,v,1 2. 
that's delightful ; all manner of (tore, v.13, that's treaſwre 
enough, But will ye {ec how they ſhrinke > Happy is the 
people whoſe God is the Lord ; as it he corrected himiclt tor 
calling any thing clſc an happineſle. 

2, Suppole a ſpecdy dcliverance trom all grievances, 
and an a{{urcd ſecurity 1n all carthly deliravles. "Thetc 
will ſeem to warrant ſuch language, Soul take thine eaſe, 
Hearttake thiac caſe ; for, (od hath dealt bountifully with 
thee; fir downand wiſh, 1 Chroz, 4. 10, Oh that thou 
wonldeſt bleſſe me indeed, and exlarge my coaſt , and that tho 
wouldeſt keep me from all evil, that it might not grieve we. 
Should God lay, Be itunto thee eyen a thou wilt z yea, 
g1VC thee more then heart can wi;#h ; and g1VC thee to enjoy 
zhe good of all thy labour, that thou takeſt nnder the Sun, all 
the dayes of thy life , toenjoy riches , and wealth, and power, 
to take thy portion, and tor. Joyce in thy laborr, this 1s arare 
£ fi of God, Eccleſ, 5, 18,19, yetforall this , Pſal, 73. 20, 
then thou awakeſt , thou ſhalt deſj iſe their Image, When 
thou awakeſt them, they ſhall ſec they have been all this 
while but 1na dream - all their greatnefſe and ſuppoled 
fclicitics, were but an 1maginary, a vain and deſpicable 


thirg, All the pagcain of worldly pompe, and pride, _ 
lite 


Communion with God, 7 
life it ſelf is but an image, a thing to look upon : good for 
nothing elſc, "Tis valuable or the outward appcar- 
ance Though it be drawato the life, ir can have no re- 
aliry of life, 'Take one inftance of a man, who had as 
thriving a plentiful eſtate, and asquict along life as any 
we readot; 1 mean Iſaac, he wasa greatheire, and in 
One year, he ſowed and received a handred fold, Gen, 26,12, 
13. The manwaxed great, and went forward and grew, untill 
he became very great, Y<tthis great manisſo uttletaken 
with all this, that out of choice he dwells ina tent » (a 
houſe which he might carry in a wagon, ) he lookes for 
ſomething better ; a City that hath foundations, where 
he may dwell with God. And you know that wiſe and 
learned Moſes counts the worlt ot Chriſt » to be more 
worth then the treaſures of Egypr, Heb, 11, 26, andChriſt 
is but a means to the enjoyment of God : the end is alwayes 
more excellent then the means , ſo that the leaſt cnjoy- 
ment of God, is beyond any thing of the world incompar- 
ably exccllcar, 

3. Gracc with all its 1oble operations : Grace 1n its 
urmoſt carthly perteCtion : quickning Grace: ſanCifying 
Grace: ſaving Grace, T his is without all peradventure 
delcrvedly deſtrcable: We arc by naturedead,and Grace 
quickcnsus: By nature in darknefſc,and Graccenlightens 
us : By nature Rebels, by Grace Children, Bretheren of 
Chriſt, Heircs ota Kingdomcy what not > Take Grace 
in the very flowre and beauty of it, Full aſſurance of Hca- 


ven, when a {oul doth affuredly believe in Chriſt , and is 


certainly perlwadcd » that all the promiſes, ſpiritual and 
temporal, ſhall be made good to arittle - that the hearr is 
comfortcd inall the riches of full aſſurance, which is a 
condition vcry rarely attamed, Y crit you will believean 
experienced man, he will cellyou, that though in nothing 
he came behiade rhe very chietcſt Apoſtles, yer he is ne- 
thing , 2 Cor,12,12, Heknew whom he hadbelicued , and 
that there was laid up for him a Crown of Glory, And yet he 
complaines that he 1s got no further then a lite 0 _ 8 

2 Cor, 
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$3 Communion with God., 
2 Cor,5 7» We walk by faith and not by ſenſe, He profeſſeth 
that robe with Chrilt 1s far better . Tp KE&MopP Xptig oo 2 
much more better, Phil, x, 23, Bur perhaps you wu tay 
this comes not up tothe proot : Well then, to ſpeak di- 
rely; could we abſtract Grace fron God,the ſoul would 
findc as little ſatisfaCtionin Grace, as it doth 1n Sin ; you 
ſhall ſec, that though the ſoui be under a diſtemper, not 
having luch high and prizing thoughts of God, as at 0- 
ther times;yer when ir begins to get from under that neg- 
Ic , nothing on this {ide God himlelf, can give any ſa- 
tisfying (atisfaCtion, Cart, 5, 5. 1 roſe up to open to my be- 
loved, and my hands dropped with myrrhe, and my fingers with 
ſweet ſmelling myrrhe, upon the handles of the lock, Whethcr 
we underſtand by tands dropping with myrrhe , actions 
anoiated with the gracc of the Spirit, or the grace ot 
Chriſt which he leic behunae, as a {weet odour to allure 
her when he pur 1n his hand; cither, or boththeſc, clearly 
ſhews that 1t 15 not Grace that will ſerve the turn, but the 
God of Grace that is ſought after. Further yer, to enjoy 
Chriſt » barely to exjoy Chriſt, his Preſcnce, his Tcach- 
ing, his Praycrs, and whatever you will name on this 
{ide the cnjoying of God 1a him, it 15nothing, «das had 
a greatcr priviledge this way, then we can any of us hope 
for ; Bucit is Godin Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf, 
that is 1ncomparably delircable, And this puts us upon 
the Great Enquiry, which is the 
3, Query, whe iSit to enjoy G od> A tempting» {ink- 
ing, Chearing Query, hat is it ro enjoy God? adelircable 
rexnpting Query, Whodoth not itch with defire to hear 
it antlwered > A finking Query: whoſoever thinks I ſhall 
not fall 1nfinitly ſhort in thisdiſcovery : I muſt ſpeak itro 
their reproach , They have lower thoughts of the enjoy- 
ment of God, thcn are fir, (I had almoſt ſaid, then arc 
poſſtole) to be harbour'd ina gracious heart, Bur yet, it 
15a chcaring Query, we may poſlidly climbe by a wind- 
ing ſtairc, to have a comtortable glimpſe of this enjoy - 
ment, Ir is councd a princely ſport to ſec a Fawicor 
mount 
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'D 
mount after a Heron ; his towring flight deſerves an ecce, 
Bur oh then ! what 1s it for a poorſoul, that hath hes «- 


mong the pots, inthe ſculkconry ofthe world , to be winged 
by that Dove thar lighted upon Chriſt; and to be enabled 
tolay, Return wnto thy reft, O my ſoul> Well then, what 
is it tO enjoy God ? 

I anlwer; The enjoyment of God, it is the ref Er 
ing, and the conſtant reſting of the ſoul God-ward : You may 
PR. the deſcription reterres to the Load-ſtone , you 

the Needle of the Compaſle is ſtill trembling to- 
wards the, North, And why ſo? here we muſt betake 
our ſelyes to the refuge of our ignorance, in ſaying no 
mores bur 'tis from an occult quality, Juſt ſo'ris here, the 
{oul once touched with a peculiar taſte of Gods diſtin- 
guiſhing love, is ſtill m_—_— and trembling God-ward, 
and cannot reſt any where elſe, And why ſo> From an oc- 
culrquality, inſenfibly conveyed by the communication of 
the Divine Nature, I call ita refHeſſe rwrning, for hea- 
venly reſt isſti]l in motion. And a conſtant reſting, becauſe 
all the reſt the ſoul hath, iris in God, And then I rerme 
it rather $od-ward, then, in God : to meet our diſtat 
fore we arrive at afull enjoyment ; and though the di- 
ſtance will belefle , yet 'twill ina ſenſe be infi- 
nite for ever, But this ſhort deſcription is too long , and 
unwieldic. Let's therefore take it in pieces, and conſider 
the enjoyment of God in foure Periods of Duration, Time 
I cannot call them, becauſc rhe laſt of them is E- 
rerm » 

"4 Inths life, But do not miſtake me, asthough the 
enjoyment of God heres is more worth, then that which 
was ſpoken to in the firſt query, viz, better then what 
there isin Heaven,unlefſe you rakeir preciſely,and abſtralt- 
ly : as if you conceive Heaven to be enjoyed, without 
the enjoyment of God, And then that poor pittance of 
enjoyment of God, which we may have here, is more 
worth then Heaven would be toeternity: Heaven would 
be a burden to us, In enjoymen __ 

crc, 
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70 Communion with God, 
there; And therefore Jeb» 17.21, Chriſt prayes that 
They all may be one,as thou Father art in me,and I in thee,that 
they alſo may be one in us, There's not equality, but there's 
{imilicude;, there's reality, dignity, union, communion, 

The cnjoyment we have of God in thus lite , is 
either in Ordinances, or in Durics, orin Graces, aud all 
through Chriſt, Imighr ſpeak of theſe diſtin&tly, but I 
forbear » becauſe they do {weetly corncidere, T he ſame 
thing may be an Ordinance in regard of Gods appoint- 
ment :' A Dty in.reſpef of our management: And a 
Grace throughthe Spirits influence, e, g. Prayer as God 
requires it, 'tisthe Ordinance of Prayer ; as we perform 
it » "tis the Duty of Prayer ; as the Spirit aſſiſts ns, *ris the 
Grace of Prayer, Now there is a common preſence of 
God in Ordinances : which is asthe outward Court , 0- 

for all comers , and alas moſt perſons go no further, 

Bur there's the ſecret of his preſeace, withia the Veile for 

his own, and nothing lefle will (atisfie them, Pſal. 63, 

O God thou art my God » earely will I ſeek thee : my ſoul thirſt 

eth for thee , my fleſh longeth for thee , to ſee thy power and thy 

lory 4s 1 have ſeen thee in the Sanftuary , My foul followeth 
15 after thee, | 

2, The ſccond pcriod of our enjoyment of Gol ,. is be- 
tween our diſſolution and reſurrettion. And now we begin to 
launch out iatothe Deep, You know. Peter{peaks excel- 
lent things of Faith, x- Per,1,8, bybelicving in him whom 
we neycr ſaw, We rejoyce with jay unſpeakable and full of 
glory, Bur what's Faith to Fruttion? what's hearing to 
viſion? we muſt now gO0 ſoftly, leaſt our feet ſtumble upon 
the dark mountains, Conſider therefore particularly, what 
the body cnjoyecs of God, whilc it lics in the grave, and 
then what the ſoul cnjoycs of him art the ſame time. 

I,” The body, the bedy?- what's a dead body capable 
of.> what ſhould we ſpeak ofa piece of putritying, rotten, 
ſtinking clay > though 'twas never ſo lovel wine living, 
yet we (ay of it when dead, as Abraham of Sarah, Remove 
it out of my fight. Aye, but God will not ſay ſo: be counts 

| the 
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be duſt of Jacob : he that loved us when we were nothing, 
a Engr 

| The reſt in crc, 
. and tie ; never better in beds of 


Iſa. 57.2, They ſhall enter into peace , they ſhall 
their beds, every one that hath walked up- 


rightly, 
2, The body in the grave is ſtill united unto Chriſt, 
1 Theſ. 4.14, the body ſleeps in Jeſws, As one 
that drawes aſword , and holds the ſcabberd in 
one hand, and the {word inthe orher, hath both 
4n his hands, though {eparated, So when Chriſt 
drawes our the ſoul : never ſhall any man, or de- 
vil pluck the body our of his hand, Is not this e- 
nough for a carcaſs ? 

2, What then doth the ſoul enjoy, it the body hath 
{o much?. theſoul is capable of much more, the body can 
have bur a ſencelefſe happinefle ; whichthough it ſhould 
be withour, it could not complaine of want, the ſout 
lives , and 1s free from that clog, which inevitably hindred 
it 1n.1ts higheſt aftivity, Ir is now at libertic, and 
cnjoyes, | my | 

1, A long-defired-freedom from f1a, I might have 
ſaid as much of the body; burthe body isnor ſenſible of 
its freedom ; and though it be pra maſſa inthe hand of 
Chriſt, who will preſent it without ſpot or wrinkle, yet it is 
the ſoul only that underſtands its treedome, and appre- 
hends its happineſle , ir being among the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfeit, Heb, 12,23, 

2, The foul m_ an immediate glorious know- 
l-dgc of God, Chriſt, Truth, and whar not ? 'tis ſaid of 
Solomon, 1 Kings 4.29, He had wiſedome and underſtanding 
exceeding .much , and largeneſſe of heart, even asthe ſand thas 
is on the Sea-ſhore, Burtt may be applicd to every ſoul in 
Heaven , A greater then Solomon (was uponearth) is here, 
The Riddles of Grace ſhall then be opened: Your creep- 
ing apprehenſions of God _ then be cleyated - =__ 

2 1- 


m5 Communion with God. 
diſtance from God ſhall then be ſhorrned, ; 
3. That which the ſoul cnjoyes there is ſo EY 
if it ſhould comefrom Heaven to declare it oa Earth,nei- 
thcr could that ſoul expreſle it>nor we underſtand ir, Read 
a lefture of civil-policy to the wilde /»dians, and tell thera 
the excellency ofa well ordered Kin 2, they caunot 


underſtand it, though you ſpeakin their own language : 
ncither can you tully eit, a lefure is too ſhort to 
containit, Wercad of Lazarzs, whoſe ſoul Chriſt rc- 
turned into his body » whom much p:ople of the Jewes 
came to ſec, purpoſely to hear ſtories of the other world ; 
but not a word frem him of any ſuch matter, Pals ra- 
pture may farisfie with the reaſon of ir, 2 Cor, 12, 4, he 
thcre heard &jyra fiuare, worldlefic words » that is, 
words that cannot Rny be repzated on carth, Owr o/d 
bottles are not able to hold that new wine, Aud yct all this is 
but the ſecond ſtep to the full enjoyment of God, 

3. Therhird pzriod isat the Reſurreftion,and during 
the time of the laſt judgement. God hath appointed a 
day whercin he will pzrtcft all his, Camero ſaith , *Tis no 
curioſity to affirme, that the Saints and Angels in Heaven, had 
a new glory by the exhibition of Chriſt : the great myſtery of 
the Incarnation being thereby better known, We may then 
fafcly affirm?, tharboth Saints and Angels ſhall have a 
new glory at the Reſurreftion : They ſhall then ſee the 
folemnity of Heavens-Glory. 

1, The body ſhall thenberaiſed by him, in whom 
it ſlept ; By him with whom its kfe was bid, and that with 
ſingular qualicies, 1 (or, 15, 42, 43, H. the body when 
'twas laid to fleep in the carth, was ſubjz& to ne fo ty, 
filrhineſſe, putrifaftion, Bur when it ſhall be raiſed,theſe 
| we theſe rotten rags ſhall be left behinde : 

preſence with rt ſhall render ir- incorruptible, The 
Sun in its iþ + 677" WAY RT I; = 5 ; Ir ſhall 
beunwzartcdly ſ{crviceable to the ſoul in its higheſt work- 


'*% Soul and body ſhall be united with excellent ma- 


jcſty - 
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ieſty : Itold you, the ſoul in its ſeparation hath an im- 
DAR enjoyment of God :. fruitzr inſigni gloria, ſed que 
plena noneſt ; 1t enjoyes very great glory , but not tulneſlſe 


of glory. The ſoul is bur a part of man,and ſocannot have. 


ics compleat perteCtion till its divorce fromthe bodybe can- 
ccl'd, Now then {uppole the body as beforc inftanc'd, and 
the ſoul as now com » United togerher, what muſt 
needsbe thereſult > The body to beſpiritualized,and the 
ſoul's capaciticsto be unconceiveably exrended : Surely 
—x , _ there will be fulneſſe of joy. in Gods preſence, 
16,11, . | 

CL ado tyhempge, 

crernaly an O : 
hog Ras, os cle Fo 

a tO NVE Again UPOIrcArtLy 
that perſon would fin again, Thus is cafily proved,for we 
read of Ehjah,Eli jndChrif charred perſons from the 
dead ; bur all which were raiſed, (1 except only _—_ 
roſe at Chriſts Paſſion, or Re ſurreition, for I affirme nothing of 
I Gd. 

ain 'us clear, edagain; a | 
rn but.choſe that - have ſinned, Rows. 5, 12, = 
an abſolute freedome from fin , and for ever an abſolute 
frecdome from death, Now that they died again, 'ris 
= for I wg: I5, 7 Co hw nm was the 
its of thems that ſlept: That ome 415 aprivited 

che Beſt agninle, you have a br beer evilencerhen 
a cloud of witnefles, 1/#, 6, 3. "The fiery Seraphim cry 
one toanother, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lordof Hoſts, How 
many hundred years after do youfind the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, that lead the Goſpel Woribip» ecchoing back the 
- ſamecelebration; Holy, Heh, Hely Lord, Jed Almighty, 
Rev, 4.8, What other attribute doyou thus ad-> 


? 
4, Union with Chriſt ſhall then be perfeed. There's 
a very necrc; ſtrong, excellent union here ; 'ris expreſt by 
ſcyeral metaphors: Phyſically, by head and members: Po- 
by litically, 
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krically, by Husband and Wite ; Cre Y food and 
body: Bur th:n cumes the rajpoye , then (ball the Saints 
be his fulneſſe that filleth allin all, '1 hen, and nevertill then 
ſhall che Te be mutual. 

5.Soul and body thus united uaro Chriſt,ſhall be caught 
up to him,and then ſhall the Saints in their owa perſons fit 
with him 1n hislaſt moſt glorious work of j t, they 
ſhall judge the world,aye,they ſhall judgrthe Go » brag world, 
Theprincipalities and powers that captive wicked men at 
their pleaſure,are themſelves relcrv'd in everlaſting chains 
ro bc judged by thoſe whom they tormerly foiled, x (or, 
6.3.plainly they ſhall appear in che glory of Chriſts King- 
dom, having thrones with him in theaire during the rime 
of the judgement. 

6, All that cyer the ſoul cnjoyed: before, in bang 
with God in Heavenrillthe Reſurre&ion, ſhall be ſwal- 
I»wcd up with what itſhall cnjoy at the Returre&tion : All 
before thall be as nothing, though far greater then can be 
expreft , 2 Theſ, x, 10, When the Lord Jeſus ſhall be reveal- 
ed from heaven, in the glory of has power : in that day + co 
be admired in all them that '& rag Admiration is at {ome 
{trange thing : $0, that his glory then will exceed all 
tormcr apprehenfion, And there will be never a Bclic- 
ver to whom Chriſt will not beadmirable, 

And now we are come to the very threihold of Glory: 
But one: ſtep turther, and thenyou ar: in the laſt period. 

4. InSlory, i Glory > and "what hath this been all 
this while ? on earth, it you will bclieve Scripture, Belic- 
vers are Princes in all lands, Pſal, 45. 16, not like worldly 
Princes that are but ſubjctts in another Kings Dominion ; 
No, they are higher then the Kings of Fen Plal, 89,27. 
1n death,it may in ſome ſorr be 1aid of all,what was ſaid of 
Moſes, Dent,34.5. he died ſecundum os Domin;, (o fromrhe 
Hebr. God did by him, as a fond nurſc by her babe, - kiſt 
him,8 laid him dowa to flecp. At the Reſurreition we thall 
meet the Lord inthe aire, And do younot call this Glory ? 
is there more yet ? aye,yer, Allchat hath been ſpoken L is 

Ir 
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but a few green cars rub'd in your hands; the full crop, 
the harveſt is yet behinde. I am now beginning to tell 
you what it 5 to enjoy God in Glory, 

1, All the enjoyments of God upon carth are- bur 
earthly, whencompared with the perfeftion of heavenly 
enjoyments, Ir- is true, Grace in the abſtratt js beaunitul 
and glorious: Faith whereby we have communion with 
God, it is a preciousGrace : Burt Grace in the concrete, 
Grace as it iS 1nus, 15 — ible: Faich as it is 
in us, our faith, what bracks and flawes, and fick-fits 
hath ir,, But the Text I refer. you to, is, Fohn 3, 1, 
Chriſt calls Regeneration ir (elf an carthly thing , when 
compared with thoſe heavenly things , which he would 
afrerwardscommunicate, 

2, Weſhallſce God.; you know God is ſaid to ſpeak to 
Meſes face to face, that is, Vifionsaffrighted theocher Pro- 
phets, the ſtate of their minde was changed » they were 
wrapt with extafies ; but it was not {o with himy though 
compaſled with the divine ſplendour : Yet God faith 
tothis Moſes, Thou canſt not ſee my face: : And he fa- 
vours him ſo far as to tell him the reaton of it, There ſhall 
noman ſee me andlive, (q,d, ) no mann this life ſhall ſee 
me; he muſt firſtdie., and be changed, and then heſhall 
have a peculiar Revelation of the Divine Majeſty : then, 
1 Jokhn,3.2, Weſhall ſee himas he is: But how thats, 1 
know not. T he two amazing myſteries ſhall then be un- 
veiled, the Trinity and Incarnation, We ſhallfor ever take 
in glorious apprehenſions of God, without cloying -' and for 
cycr give out glorious admirations of God without wearineſſe, 

3, There ſhall be a ncerer union berween God and 
the glorified Saints then , then cyer there was-between 
Chriſt and a gracious ſoul betore, The truth 1s, we may 
{ay that ofthis union , which Par! doth ofthe peace of 
God , /tpaſſeth all underſtanding : . that is , before a perſon 
feel ir; heisunableto feigne what ic is, and when hefecles 
it, he iSunable rocxpreſſe how excellent it is ; They ſhall 
be filled with all the fulneſſe of God, Our umon with —_ 

all. 
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ſhall be T hen Gods with Acgls, , Tor, =o _ 
nature is advanced to greatcr dignity;then allthe glory 
the Angels put together,by reaſon of Chriſts aſſuming our 
nature, Chrilt is notaſhamed to call us Brethren , Spouſe, 
Co-heires: where doth he ſay foof Angels? Burt this parti- 
cular I will rurne over to the next to be more fully cleared, 
4, Our communion with God ſhall be immediate, 
without ſo much as a Mediatowr : We ſhall go ſtreight 
unto God » and immediately participate his Glory and 
Happineſſe. There can be no immediate communion 
berween God and the Creature, while fin or any of the 
cfeQts of itremain: but when {in ſhall be aboliſbed then 
God ſhall be all i» al, as before Chriſt was all i» all: 
Chriſt ſhall delrver up the Kingdome to God the Father, when 
be (hall have put all enemies his feet , 1 Cer,1 5.24, and 
onwards, when all _ ſhall be ſubdned unto him,ther 
ſhallthe Son alſo himſelf be ſubjeft unto hin that put all things 
wader him, _ 4 be all in all, Chriſt asmancon- 
ſtitutes a pare of the Church ( yet he is ſtill the Head of 
the Church; as Adam is part of man-kinde;yert ſtill the head 
5 —— age w_ be no furrher need om * 
zatoxr, tg, ouppole you law a company 0 
Globes,placed in a eral lIinc,and a ſingle Globe by the 
middle of them, to tranſmit the Sun-beames unto them, 
becaule their poſiture will not admir the Suns immediate 
Loney but _—_— Sun ſhall ſo come abonrt , oo 
theymay immediately receive its beams,there's no er 
uſe of the ſingle Globe, So here, while we through our 
diſtancefrom God, are m—_—_ of immediate enjoy- 
ment , there's a neceſſity of Chriſts mediation ; but when 
all chings that cauſe that diſtance: are removed, and we 
brought into the Preſence-chamber , no ſuch neceſſity of 
a Medaatour. | 
5. The enj t of all this ſhall be in God wnto eter- 
nity, God ſhallbe tothe whole man then, whatrhe ſoul 
is tothe body now : totws intoto, not to informe it ; but 
a perſon may as ſoon ceaſeto live » as to live out of _ 
$ 
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As a fubinthe Sea hath a _ {pace toſport in, then e- 
verit can make uſe of ; but ler it ſwim where the will, 
ſhe is ſtill in the Sea, and cannot live out of ir, SoaSainr 
hath infinitely more in God,'thian can be comprehended, 
bur yet ſtill he abides ir God, Never will the eye'be oft him: 
nor the tongue be weary of his prailes: never will the 
thought wandcraftcr any other objeft, There's a patlage, 
I Cor, 14.15, Iwill ſing with the ſpirit , and 1 will ing with 
the underſtanding alſo : He oppoleth the ſpirit tothe un- 
derſtanding {ſo afte&ed:, as thar- it cannotdiſtinfly ex- 
plain whar it hath conceived ; but it ſhall be octierwile, 
when we ſhall {ing the perpetual hallelwjahs,” And then 
there's an eternity : in Rev, 5. 13, 14, all the Devils in 
hell ſhall be forc'c to roare out b/eſſmg, honour, glory ; and 
power unto God ; bur it is the Saints thall undertake it for 
ever and ever, ( . 

(6,) All chis, and infinitely more, fhall be cxhibired in 
{o much glory , that 'tis 4 mercy 'tis not diſcovered rous. 
Read but the tenth of Daniel, and this will be no Paradox, 
Daniel had kept an extraordinary faſt to intreat God for 
his people: well, v. 6, and ſo on, *Chrilt himſelf with one 
Angel comes to-give him an anſwer of his prayers: but 
alas good man, he isnot ableto bear it, v, 8, his ſpirits 
are diſperſt and ſpent, and thcre helies in a ſwound, more 
like a carkaſle then a man: Chriſt and the Angel have 
much adoeco keep lite in him : they ſpeak affectionately, 
touch him cfteftually; and all lictle enough; he isnor able 
to bear the brightneſle of their Glory, but as ſoon as he 
recovers his oaks his lips make ſhiftro quiver«out, O 
my Lord, by the wiſhes my ſorrow is turned upon me, and [ have 
retained no ſtrength : for how can the ſervant of this my 'Lord, 
ralke with this myLord,(much leflethen with that my Lord 
yonder, whois the Lord of Angels,v, 16, 17,)? 

A ſuitable diſcourſe of the enjoyment of God in Hca- 
ven, would overwhelme us while we are on Earth, Should 
all che wits in the world » mcnof the choiceſt parts: and 
all choſe of whom the world m not worthy , men - = 
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higheſt graces, joyne together in a deſcription of the en- 
pang. of God ; when they haveſaid their utmoſt , if 
the whole ſpace tothe Firmament were filled with ſand, 
and the ſpace above the Firmament were filled with wa- 
ter, and we hadchenumber of all thoſe ſands, and of all 
thoſe drops: arg and the deſcription by every lingle [and, 
and every p,and thea ler every __ d, and 
every lingledrop be multiplied by the whole number of 
both, yet this would tall ſhort, infinicely, ſuperinfinitely (hort 
of.a -—- "th what it 15tocnjoy God n glory, 
For there. 5 
Firſt, Some ſhadow of communication of incommuni- 
cable Attributes, There are two Attributes of God which 
we call incommunicable,. viz, his infiniteneſe, and incom- 
prebenſibleneſſe, a 
1, For Infiniteneſſc ; it a Philoſophical deſcription 
of it might be admtted i» Theologia beatorum , 
in Heavens Divinity,our glory would be infinite: 
for that is infinite,extra quod aliquid poteſt capi,in- 
finiteneſle 1s that, of which when you have laid 
what you can, there's more beyond it-: And this 
we may ſay of our enjoyment of God, 
2, For Incomprehenfibleneſlc ; if the Apoſtles ſay 
of Goſpel-excellencies on this f1de Heaven, 1 Cor, 
2.9, Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entred into the heart of man , the things which God 
bath prepared for them that love him ; What ſhall 
ec OT be what ar prefene tinemg 
ondly, 1 here W1ll be Wiat at prcient 15 inconſsſfent, 
and mpſibl As, 
2, Apieceofclay ſhall cnjoy more of God then,then 
an immortal] ſoul can now, Plainly, our bodies 
ſhall £2909 more of God then, than our ſouls can 
now.l bave alrcady mentioned Daniels fajnting,in 
a comparatively poor viſion: but, Go thy way Da- 
nel, thou ſhalt reft, and ſtand in the lot at the end of 
the dazes, Dan, 12,13, (9.4.) Thouſhalr een 
| thy 
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thy grave,and ſtand up ar the general reſurrectior's 
andthy body ſhall even ſtare upon greater viſions» 
then thoſe at which thy Spirie now ſhrinks, 

2, Thoſegraces whereby we have now moſt Cormmu- 
nion with Godſhall (as they are now) their cet; 
1,Cor,13,10,44idſo 0, Fairh ſhall be fiyal- 
lowed up in triumph, Hope in enjoyment, Arid 
we ſhall want nothing to pray for. 

3, Everlaſting workeandeverlaſting reſt ſhall for ever 
meet, and give perfection to each other, Heb.4.9. 
compared with Rev,x9.1, ther's the eternall qui- 
eſcent worke of praiſe, And thusI have with a 
coale drawne a landſhip of heaven, I come 
now to the reaſons,wh alone is beyond com- 
pariſon more defireable, than any thing, than all 
cn—_ heavenand earth. =o > 

Reaſ, 1, Theuncertainties,mixtures,and finitenefle of 

all thitigs on this ſide God,fully evidence that God is fingu- 
larly more defircable.Inthe booke of Eccleſiaſtes, you have 
Solomons inventory, andat the foote of ny gc of the 
Account, the ſumme is v«zity, and the totall (ume, 4- 
ntty andvexation of Spirit, Wil you know what vanity 1s? 
Vanity'isthat which hath no trueSoliditic of aflcnce,ſtabi- 
litic of laſtingncs,uor power to bring any happineſſe, Will 
you know whar vexation of Spirit is? Aske your own hearts, 
And truely, for graces themſelves, as they are hamper'd 
and clogg'd in us the ſoul may even long to be rid of theme, 
I meane tobe perfefted, that what they have bur in part, 
may be done away. 

2, WhatevereXxcellency there is in any thing, it is ori- 

ginally, eminently in God, Row, 11.36, of himgand through 
imy and to him are all things : of him, -asthe firſt Author : 
through him asthe Preſerver:: to himasthe laſt ſcope, Eve- 
ry thing hath irs degrees of perfection, according to what 
of Godis communicated, I Cor,3,23, All things are yours, 
yee are Chriſts, and Chriſt # Gods : that is,the world is yours 
for your ule:ye are Chriſts as his peculiar :and Chriſt per- 
D 2 {onally 
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ſonally as Mediatour, for theglory of God eſemially, that 
all may be ſwallowed up of Deity, 

3. There isnothing can enlarge, and ſarisfic the ſouls 
capacitics,, but God alone, Poore low-ſpiriced creaturcs 
wiayhave ſome kind of ſatisfaftion, jn the worlds as Eſc, 
I haye wo my brother : butthenth> capacitics of the foul 
are notenlarged. Others may have their capacitics cnlar- 
ged 5 but then the eJe #5 not ſatrsfied with ſeeing, X0Y the eare 
with hearin 3 (60 theſcare bur the moſt capacious ſcnſcs) 
but in God. gedueſs,and ſarisfation meer, Pſal,81.1 0, 
Open thy mouth wide,and I will fill it : that is, let thy juſt d:- 
fires be never (o large, thou ſhalt have them, 

4, The deſigne of Gods workcy and the ordcr of his 
working, rcndersa reſtlefleneſle in all things, on this fide 
himfelfc; 'twas never Gods intention » that any cnjoy- 
mznt ſhould bz any marethan an cncouragem2at ; that a- 
ny grace fhould be any more thana means to bring usto 
himiclfc;when his pcople grow fond of any thing,he with= 
drawsits Ther's a worme atrthe root of our comfortablc 
sourds, Ther's a Canker inour beſt graces, We readot 
Lots purity, Moſes his mcckenclc,Fobs paricnce, Peters for- 
wardaxle, Paw!'s rapturcs; bur it theſe will glory, ic muſt 
bein the Lord; for we rcad allo of Lots inceſt, Moſes his 
paſſion, Jobs frerfulnefſe, Peters deniall, au4 Paul's thorn 
intheflh, Thoſe that have grcat graccs,have alſo great 
corruptionss and corruptions in thoſe things wherein conſiſts 
their excellency, ] ſhould now come tq the applications but 
chat I am obſtrufted, {br doubts, and obj:&tions of rcn- 
der Chriſtians, Yet I thall paſſe by all buc 0nc,and thar I 
muſt (pzak to for the honour of my Maſter, 

| Some may objz&, Will not what was hinted of imme- 
diatc enjoym2nt of God in heaven, b: derogatory to 
our ever adored Mcdiatour : .and we date not entertain! 
any diminiſhing thought of hin? oh, 
| Tanſw-rfirit. Iris no: that the Father perſonally, buc 
that the Diery eſſentially may be All mn All, Why Chriſt 
{hould continue his infcriority when his worke 1s done, 
| Cannno: 
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cannot be imagined, He {hall be honoured for his medi- 
ation» but with au addition, Might I fay,any perſon in the 
Trinity receives more honour than other, Chriſt ſhould 
have moſt, Kev, 5.13, Every Creature which is in Heaven 
heard Lſeying yDefngs honowr, glory, and power be unto bin 
that fitteth pon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and e- 
ver, Particularly mio the Lamb for ever and ever, 

2, This will exceedingly advance Chriſt in the 
thoughts of all, while 'rwas neceſſary he veiled his Deity: 
and when his work ſhall be done, he ſtill continues his hu- 
manity,to conyerle freely with his brethren ia his Fathers 
houſe, Oh the intimacieſchere will then be, between 
Chriſt and Chriſtians! the Apoſtle tells us, we ſhall ever be 
with the Lord Chriſt, Oh what communication ot glory 
will there be to cach other! Rev.3,4, Theſe ſhall walk with 
me, for they are worthy, Rev,5,12.Worthy is the Lamb to re- 
ceive hononr and glory, and bleſſins, Oh the nmtuall rejoy- 
cing, and delight in cach othcr!Prov,8,31, from etcrnity 
Chriſt rejoyced in the habitable part of his Earth :to etcr- 
nity will his habitable carth rezoyce in him, i» whom 
dwells the fulneſſe of the F od-head bodily. Ina word, the eye 
can never be oft Chriſt as mediator and God now, the eye 
ſhall never be off Chriſt 4s God and mediator then, 

This objeftion anſwered: Chriſts honour vindicated, 
we may the more boldly crave his help for the improving 
of rhe Doctrine, 


(Vſe.) 

The firſt uſe ſhall be of information, There are three 
leſſons I would have youlearn by heart, that you may ra- 
ther from your own hearts, than from diſcourſes, and 
books be inwardly perſwaded of theſe truths, 

1, That Hcaven is extreamly lubjefted to carnall mi- 
ſtakes in the thoughts of moſt men, 'tis made a flexible 1- 
maginary, fancyed—— Ikyow not what: moſt men con- 
CCIVE 1t to be a place of (eniual happineſſe, That baſe Wi- 
zard can wiſh, Num,23,10, -"y me die the death of the righ- 

3 teous 
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teous, aud let my laſt end be like his, Alas, he underſtands 
not what he wiſheth; ther's nothing Heaven ſuitable to 
his coverous double-heart, Thoſe that deſire heaven, do ir 
molt as a reſerve upon ſome peeviſh diſcontent, wearines, 
Eljah himſelf is trighted into the wildernefles and then 
preleatly, 'tis enough, now O Lord take away my Ife.x Kings, 


19.4, 
2. If God be thus incomparably deſireable, then allthe 
time of our life, that is not {pent,either dire&ly, or at leaſt 
by redutlion, to promote the enjoyment of God, *is loſt 
time: the enjoyment of God is worth all our paines, that 
you will grant, Andthatourtime 1s lirtle enough to be 
cmployed about it: this you cannot deny. But what then > 
ſhou'd we turne Yotaries, and bring up a new Religious 
Order, when there's more than a good many already > No; I 
thereforeadded the word Redwtion, that though all our 
actions be nor ſtriftly Religious, yet they mult all be re- 
ducibleto Godlineſle,c.g. 

1, Food and raiment are things neat neceſſary, 
and he that provides them #ot - is Family, is 
worſe than anin fidel: he that provides them not for 
himſelf, is thar, and more; for he is worſe than a 
mad-man, But ſtay a little; never was text more 
wreſted by wordlings, than thar of the Apoſtle, 
pray therefore take another to kcep it ſtreighr, 
Mat ,6,23 Secke you firſt the King dome of God,and 
his righteouſneſſe, And his rigateouſncls,ark that, 
youmuſt rather ſeck Conformity ro God, than food 
and raiment, 

2. Relative comforts ſweeten our lives, But yer 
brethren, this I ſay, the time is ſhort, it remaineth, 
that thoſe that have wives be as though they had none, 
and they that rejoyce,as though they rej oyced not, and 
they that buy ,as if they poſſeſſed not, for the faſhion of 
this world paſſeth away. Why, what would you 
have us to do? / would have you without careful- 


neſſe,that you may be hoty,both in body and Spirit that 
you 
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you way pleaſe the Lord,1,Cor.7.,29,&c,we rauſt 
mind God more than relative comforts, 

3, Higheryer, The time you ſpend in Gods immee 
diate worlhip, even i extraordinary worthip, 
*tis loſt rime, it you cannot anſwcr Gods (carch- 
ig queſtion, Zach,7,5 When you faſted, and monr- 
ned, even thoſe ſeventy years (that is longer than 
moſt men live)did you at all faſt unto me,even unto 

me > Once more, 

4, Themoſt noble accompliſhments, eminent ſ(ervi- 
ccs, unparalcld ſufferings, are nothing, it love to 
God be not in us the primmm mobile : the very im- 

RO cauſe. 1,Cor,13,1.243. Aaron's bells, Mini- 

ſterspreaching, will be like tinkling cimbals, chil- 

drens rattles,.it we do it not in love, Martyrdome 
itſelf, may a kind of ſelf murder,if flamin 
love do not kindlethe fire, And that loye to 

15 principally mcant, 'risclearc, becauſe it is that 
love which is more cxcellent then faith, So that 
now you ſee, Allthe time that is{pentin carning 
our bread:in the enjoyment of our comforts:11. 
the worſhip of God:in the higheſt ſervices and 
ſufferings - 1t is all loſt, ifthe enjoyment of G2d 
inalltheſe be not principally aymed at. 

2, Religion isa veryſublim? bultncſle. As *is general- 
ly (abuſrvely ) managed 'ris nauſeous, Oh how many 
: have been hardened againſt ir by thoſe that profeſle it : 
bunt accordingly to its und2niable Principles, 'ris not ouly 
amiable,but Myjeſtick, Judge of the piece by a parterne: 
conſtantly and revereatly to uſe every Ordinance,and yer 
to look thorough them,as — no worth at all, bur as 
they rend to God,Pſat,84.1, 2, How amiabl; are thy taberna= 
cles O Lordof _ | my ſoul longeth,yea even fainteth for the 
Courts of the Lord. Paſfionare expreſſions: but duth he 
reſt here: no, no. My heart and my fleſh cryeth out for the 
living God, _- 


Again, T'ode contented with every thing,yct ni 
W1 
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with nothing, Phil.4.,11,1 have learned in what ſoever ſtate 
am, therewith to be content/Hut verl(.,1 9.00 leſle than riches 
of. Glory will ſupply all his wants, 

Again, humbly to take deniall of degrees of grace, and 
yet reſtle{ly to ſtrive to be above them, 2.Cor, 12,10, 
take pleaſure in ey for when I am weak, then am 1 
ſtrong, Chriſts ſtrength is moſt ſcenin my weakneſſe,ayc 
bur Phil,3,12,T would if it were poſſible be as holy nouy, as 
I ſhallbe ar rhe reſurreCtion of the dead, 

In a word, to live in heaven upon earth, Phil.3.20,0r 
converſation is in Heaven, Thelc arc ſome of the Princi- 
ples of theoracles of God. Is not Religion a more hcro- 
ick buſincfſe than moſt men think it ? 


( Exortation ) 


Be exhorted thereforc,to account no paires too much to 
takc;no timeroo long to waite,no thing roo much to ſuffcr, 
to you may manageReligion according tothe worth of it, 
and enjoy God inall ways communicable. Ler your cyes 


be ever towards the Lord, 
1, Be not envious at the proſperity of the wicked: 


never ſo much astamper with any of their wayecs of get- . 


ting,that which they call happinetſe, Suppoſcztaith Cypr.- 
an, thou was placed on the top of ſome Mountain, whence thou 
'mighteſt ſafely behold, fluttuantis mundi turbines,the unquicr 
world that cannot rcit;among the wicked "tis a crime to be in- 
zocent, Pleaſures arc {urictting ? : 

Honour's blandientinm v.7us occultum, the poyſonous 
breath of flatterers, And riches,O nominum quanta diver ſie 
ta5,:0w arc they mii=called?we calthem goods, and they 
arc almoſt conſtantly made uſc of to vill Suppoſe you 
{aw(with a heart to conſider) {uch a prol peCt, would this 
tempt you, to fall in love with it > But now look back a- 
gain(for alas while youare gazing on the world, you have 
yu back upon God) you may hear a voice behind you, 
Tov. 23. 19, 18,let not thine heart envy ſinners , but be thou 
in the fear of the Lord all the day long, For ſurely there is an end, 


and 
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and thine expeFtation ſhall not be cut off, More necd pitry,then 
cavy thoſc rhar have their porrion inthis lite : nw muſt 
pay deare for every momenss beggarly happineſs,T he un- 
cleane perſon for every motion of burning lult, ſhall lye mi/- 
Lons ot years incverla(ting _— The intemperarte tor 
cvcry {ip of generous wine, ſhall have no other drinke 
then rivers of brimſtone, 1n a word, thele whom God 
now beſceecherh by us, whom we pray,in Chriſts ſtead, to 
be reconciled to God, bur in vaine; they ſhall never be 
troubled with thcſe 1atreatics more; bur as they love a di- 
ſtance trom God, they ſhall be (er at an diftance : 
And as they laugh now at miniſteriall reproofs, God will 
laughthen at their deſtruition: And thole that yon. = FM 
with God in an empty profcſlion, God will protefle he 
knows them nor, and deny them Salvation, Conſider this 
you that forget God: now draw nigh to God,and he will draw 
nigh to you: but you mult firft cleanſe your bands yee ſinners, & 
purify your hearts ye double minded, Be afflicted, and monrn, & 
weepe : let your _— be turned to mourning, and your joy to 
heavineſſe, Humble your ſelves inthe ſight of be Lord, and he 
ſhall life you up, Jam, 4.8,9,10, 

2, Cricully {ct your ſelves to finde out experimentally, 
What it is to enjoy God, to have communion with God: 


Long for it, youſhall never loſe your longing, Pant aftcr it, 
God underſtands theRhetorick of Jn ing,as well as 
of your cry.It»ſaith Azg»ſtine, [ deſire nothing elſe but thee, 1 


beſeech thee Father, let me thee : if I doe defire any thing 
7-1 hang doe thow thy al ceaſe ga. and = —— p4 
chee,Chriſtians,rouze up your ſpirits: what is itthat makes 
you ſolow ſpirited,as to have the leaſt contentment in the 
greateſt enjoyment on this {ide God > Doe younort know 
the worth of Communion with God > faulr's that > 
Hoſ. 6.3. Tou ſhall know,jif you follow on to kyow the Lordyyou 
have a ©, ſhall nc from 

ears: 


the morning of Regeneration to the noone da 

I). Whatyerhinders? Is itvariery of fears > whrllh 

your hearts arc toſt to —_ with worldly bulge -_ 
ubt- 
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doubting fears, you have moretoobjeft, than ever you 
have hopes to be anſwered. Tn—_ fears, alas you 
darenotthinkof ſuch an enjoyment. Toall theſe, Gol 
the Father _—_— caſt your cares upon him; the earth is 
the Lords,'and the fwlneſſe of it, and he knows what things 
youre need of, (brit bids you bring your dou\ts uno 
im; have you any doubt that Chriſt cannot anſwec ? 
and if he cans ſurely he hath done and ſuffered enough, 
to perſwade us of his willingneſſe : there is in him U-- 
luntas Onenipetens as Bernard expreſicth it, his will is Al- 
mighty. Andler thoſe that arcofa trembling hearr, goc 
to the Comforter, 'tis his Office to pray in you, as 'tis Chriſts 
Office to pray for you; He is the Godof all Grace:what grace 
then can you want ? Deare Chriſtians, I would be an im- 
nate wooer, and take no deniall, no excuſe, no de- 
y. Commune with your owne hearts, and dealc ingenioully: 
is there any luſt worth keeping, tothe loſing of God ? and 
you cannot keep both, Pſa/.139,23,24, When Gol ſhall 
ſcarch you who-knows your hearrs ; when God ſhall tric 
you, who knows your thoughts; if he ſee any wicked way 
in you; how can =_ expect that he will lead you in the 
way cverlaſting ?Deale 1ngeniouſly, Chriſtians, is therc 
more ſtriFnes required then you are wu. to pradtiſe > 
rot pare, #& it even thu And ſhal the Commands ot 
hritt be grievous? did Chriſt ſtick. at Nothing > Nothing, 
thouphthe termes were vety hard ro: worke our reconcili- 
ation, that we might cajoy God, And ſhall we ſtreine at 
what we are commanded tor the applying of that recon- 
ciliation?2God forbid, I beſeech you,beloved,doe not plead 
any thing, which your (elves upon the review cannot but 
Jud nekaatbl. B= perſwaded to walke cloſely with 
50d. A faiths and ſtrengthen it with: obedience, that 
you may be able comborrably to ſay, #hom have I in hea- 
ven but thee,and there is nme upon earth that I deſire? 8c. 


The 
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This Exhortatiow was rather touch'd then handled 


and therefore you may expet# ſome neceſſary enlargements. 
'Tis pity this Doftrine ſhould want perſwaſrve direc- 
tions how to improve it. 1 begin therefore with Convittion, 


8 Nd, Ob that I could rouze the (luggiſhs 
ES. and ſtartlc the carclefſle Chriſtian ! 
TAXES Tis hcart-work I ſhall this day at- 
SANS i<mpt. And therefore be it knownrto you 
(SER SE (that your expetations may nat be a- 
ted) be it known to every one of you, that 
come rather to ſee a Sermon, then to hear a- Ser- 
mon; rather to be zick/ed with notions, then wownded with 
convictions; I have nothing wilpleaſe {uch curious hearers. 
] cannot ſcratch your itching cars; Pray abſerve my 
rheme; Itis the enjoyment of God, Conmunion with God, 
Is this a ſabjeCt ft for Quibles? is this a bulirieſſe to. be: jea- 
—_ Nothing — jet $0 SIM 
"Is true 11 one » mM ject requires 
thould rifle all the Rarities of Nature, and gather up all 
che Flowers of Retorick; that I ſhould 2g jen it 
poſſible) the t of Angels, and ſpeak words onely 
fit for heaven, on - other ſide, 'tis more neceflary 
2 ko 
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toſpeak in the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, and to (ct forth truth 
as it is in Jeſus, NIE IAEA | 

And therefore;Chriſtians,if your conſciences be aſleep, 

I beſcech you waken them a little, 1have an Errand from 

God unte.you : T (peak, at preſent, to thoſe eye chat wor- 

ſhip .God, and yer are-Arheiſts; that profeſſe Chriſt, yer 
are not Chriſtians, it you will not give” me-teave, I will take 
it,to breake in upon your conlciences, and to charge you, 
aSyou will anſwer itat your eternall pzrill>:o make true an- 

{werto this {carchingdemand, = 

What is it you make your Idol? in whatſocver you 
promiſe your (elves fatisfaftion, and happineſle, that's 

your God. Now whatis it ? Isitthe world's Triury, (2, 
Jobn,2.x 6.) Profits, Pleaſurcs, Honours ? In ihort, what 
ever it is on this fide God, you mult be infidels both to 
Divine and Pagan writings,or you mult charge your ſclves 
with folly and madnefſle, 6 | 

In Eccleſ.x 2, Solomon gives youthe reſult of his curious 
enquiries into the urmoſt of creature-excellencies: van:ty 
of Vanities, ſaith the preacher, vanity of vanities, all is vanity. 

_—_ was ws re _— all hr on, = all 
V O requlites,critica y tO 4natom:=e the WOL p- 
pineſſe, He doth it, and when he hath done, he gives 
account of his unparalle'd cxperiments: All is nothing bur 
very vanity; and not only vanity, but vanity of vanities, 
that is, extream vanity; and he doubles the duplicar, to 
note the unqueſtionable certainty of it, Every thing ſeve- 
ral, allthings joyntly are comparatively vanity, when put in 
the ballance with God: miſerable vanity inreſpett of mans 
ſinne: «nproficable vanity, in order unto- happineſſe, All 
things are deceirfully vaine in regard of truſt, and conſtantly 
vaine intheir inftability.Thus Solomon, 

- Bur if anyare more taken with a wiſe Heathen, then 
a Divine Oracle : would they bur be true to that : Seneca 
(who wrote a book of a happy lite) doth cxpreſly per- 
(wade. men. to place their happineſſe. in God, to follow Ohe 

O 
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Obey God'; he can want no earthly thing , whoſe defre is 
ala above theſe things, Thus Seneca, EI je 4 
Bur if this truth(viz.,charthere's no true happineſſe on 
this fide God)be not ſufficiently confirmed inthe mouth of 
theſe two witnefles, I wil endeavour toproduce a third,and 
chat ſha] be your ſelves. And that thine owa conceſſions may 
be a ſelfe-conviition, I ſhall change the uſe into an 


( Expoſtulation,) 


And, Oh that I could preyaile upon your hearts in 
Gods behalfkel 7 
'' 2. WharſatisaStiondid you ever find 1n any thing 
on this ſide God? or to ſpeak 1n Scripture la ©, Rom, 
6.21 What fruit have you ever had in thoſe things whereof you 
have cauſe to be now aſhamed? T his is. a queſtion which 
dcſerves the anſwer of 4 good Conſcience unto God, that is, 
Commandsſuch a conſcientious anſwer; whcrewith you 
maydarec to appear in the prelenceotGod, AndChriſtians, 
I ſpeakto cycry one of you,bur —_— thoſethar are hor 
in the chaſe of ſome worldly excellency; that ſtrongly 
fancy(it your projets ſhould nat be abortive,and your: de- 
ſignes broken) that you can ascalily reach happineſſe,as a 
child rhinks he can play with the ſerring Sun, it he were 
but on the topof the next hill he ſees, 
[ mono you have often heard of the Phyloſophers ſtone, 
that hath fill'd men with hopes of a golden age; bur they 
could never yet finde it : the moſt unwearieds and expenſive 
{carch hath left them to fir dowa with fhame and diſa 
pony : ayc,and juſt ſowillall your dreams of earthly 
1appineſle. I remembver Awguſtineaskes thoſe that have a 
CO of wealth an4 honour,that think themſelves hap- 
py but are void of true happineſſe, what comfort do theſe thingg 
ring you?'tis better not to want them, then to abound in chem; 
when they are gotten, they do as much torment you with fear of 
loſing, as they did before with care to get. them: Such good. 
things( ſaith he)ds not make us good men, | 
3 2, How 
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.. 2, How many timis alteadyt have you ſbifred your mark? 
and changed your thqughes'abour happineſie, and yerate 
as. farre to. ſecke as ever: Qve while you thought, if you 
could. bur get ſuck an eſtate, ſuch 4 competency ( as you 
call'd  ) [then yoy thauld yp) angry menaxe low» 
they-think if they were but Sowe-bod, in the worlds -ac- 
count, they ſhould: be happy; when they are advanced, 
rhey are moreunſatisfied then before. How many hcrc, 
that once thought if..cthey ſhould be worth bur ſomany 
Hundreds, as they arc now Thosſands, they ſhould be hap- 
py ?.and do not theſe wery p:rions, in their own appre- 
hcnf10n want more now then they did then to purchaſe 
happincfſe? What more ordinary,thenfor ſtngle perſons 
to think, were their condition vr 7 cf ſhould be 
happy? and when ir is {0» they are as farr from happincſſc 
as before, The rea{5n of all this. is, becauſe mea expctt 

that in the cxeature, which God never placed there.. : 
God never intended the creature ſhould be thyGod,, What 
1s ouly tobe enjoycd in God,'ris in vain tocxpett it in the 
creature, Men may be: ſo childiſh,as tothink their Counters 
to be Gold,8& they may lock themup for ſuch,intheirCheſt; 
bur when they come ro make uſe ot themthey ſhal then be 
forc't. to be ſenſible of theirmiſtake.So you may atpreicnt, 
pleaſe your {-lves with your enjoyments; bur your Gold is 
nat currant money in heaven: your Jewelsare not worth 
the ſetting in thecrown of Glory: yourTitles wil not be ac- 
os in the __ Court of yore o_ es 
then. enjoy when your preſent enjoxments ſhall. ſhrink ta nothing 2 
-3, What have you to:objett againſt the. waies of God, 
wherein you may get acquainrauce with him, and climbe 
upto communion with. him? Chriſtians, poore Miaiſters 
that love your {oules, would faine- have youto liven the 
light. of Gods-countenance; ro hayeall your enmitic to 
God done away, Believeir,: Sirs, we doe notonely:mar 
ny atime appear upon -our kaecs:to. God for you , but 
could be content,to come upon onr kneesfromGod to you, 
to beleech you not to ſtand: in-your owae light ; Is it =: 
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enough to make ones heart to ake to thinke men need 

hey CE hppa then, a will 

110t De cntreated? VV ll you DI your :rca- 

{onings, why you will not mind Revipion more ſcriouſly.; 

thar being the onely way of obtaining communion with 
2 


You doe not like ſo much ſtrifineſſe, And why, I pray you? 

It is a dull and mopiſh buſineſſe. Did yougver tric it ? it not, 
youare not a competent Judge, I carinot belicyethat man 
ever taſted honey, tharaith it is not ſweet, Devid ſaith, 
Pſal.11 9,72, The law of thy month is better unto me then thou- 
ſands of Gold and Silver, And he had more thouſands of 
Gold and Silver, then ever you will have. But you do no: 
like ſuch pretiſeneſſe. Why doc you notlike jt ? ity you havc 
no reafon for your comernpr, you are worſe then bruriſh, 
if yon have 'any reaſon, produce it, hy thoſe that make 
ſuch a buſtle about religion, they are as worldly, and they are e- 
Very WAY 4s baſe as orners : luppoſe this to be rruc ol [OO Mma- 
ny proteſſours; yeris it their religion, or their. want of rc- 
ltg10n, that they afc thus? But thou knoweſt pot how to wake 
A dinflion thou thinkeft they are all thus, and3hey learne is by 
oing to ſo many ſermons, and making ſo many prayers, and 
jos. By o many fafts, Stay, friend,doſt thou ſpeake as thou 
thinkeſt? dideſt thouever hear a ſermon where men were 
taughr' to be Hypocrites? dideſt thou ever heax prayer 
whereinthele {ins of profeſſours were not bead ? No, 
that is true: they are too tunning to do theſe things apenly, but 
wnder the colour of religion they doe all manner of abominations, 
Well>1will not contradif thee any further: bur grant all 
this ( though tis' an abſurd ſlander, but) I. will foopoſe 
what thou ſayeſtro be true, Vhar'sthe ergo 2 che conſe- 
quenee.the concluſion of theſe premiſes?Thereforg Religion in 
the Power of it is moſt excellent and defirable,For that which 1s 
counterfcited is LU xugrovey my dr op you never knew 
any Qne counterfeite [eade,8% bra(s,bur wb ho : you 
ever ew any one cola peeblesyy: Peittomr-ſhopes, 
tt ptecious Rones, & diamonds, Cetrainly,would men bur 


act 


= 


aft rationally ; they muſt curn= all their..prejudices a- 


gatalt Religion , 1nto »2tives ro be Religious, Yct 
tatrcher Sea69 14.41 


4; If God himſclt ſhall expoſtulare with you; arc you 
reſolved againſt all his eritreatics? Oh, that Icould pur 
yonrconſciences toaftaind; That you would but conſider, 
God doth, as it were, make irhis requeſt unto you., That 
He, and You may be each others Portion | 

Suppoſethere were 4 company of leprous beggcrly.re- 


' bells, under the ſentence of death,an1 ready to b:dragg'd 


-20 execution ; ſpare them, they are never like ro do their 
Princeany confiderable ſervice ; let them priſh,and th:ir 
"—_—_ can be = _— ro lore nor bc century 3s 
ov:r leverc, they naving brought ail manner ot mulcrics 
npon themſelv&by their rebellion,” Suppoſe'in this calc, 
the Prince ſhonld (end one Officer after another, & above 
all his onely Son, tocntreat and beſeech them to accepr 
of a pardon, andto accept of Court preferment: whar ever 
they can ſay aginſtthis, he will anſwer th-ic objeCtions : 
what conditions they cannot performe, he will give them 
aſſiſtance: though they are defective inthe performance of 
caſte conditions, yct they ſhall have acceptance : they ſhall 
never come to him for any thing but they ſhall have audt- 
ence : he will do more for them, then for thoſe that never 
oftended him: they ſhall ſhare inthe glory of his Kingdom- 
only heintreats them to be friendswith him. If theſe Re- 
bells abſtinarely and ſcornfully refuſe this offer, what may 
ay - _ 

carken eyery one of youz that is unconverred, this is 
thy caſe : 'Thouar: the ſin-fick Rebell : He that believerh 
nor, is condemnedatlready. Brimſtone is ſcattered upon thy habi- 
ration, God needs not thy ſervice,yer he ſends one al- 
{ador after'another,to urge thee with terms of Peace. I do 
now in my Maſters name beſcech thee to receive « par- 
don pon thy bare Homage, God offers to make thee higher 
then the Kings of the earth, his ſubjefts are altogether Kings, 
God dothy as it were, tempt thee WED ITY'© ALI 


" 
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thou not for allthis be perſwaded > Perhaps thou Joſt nor 
thinke God thus entrears thee; conſult thar place, 2 Cor.5, 
20, Now then we are Embaſſadours for Chriſt, as though Ged 
did beſeech you by us, we pray you in Chriſts. ſtead, be you recax- 
ciled unto God, Odſerve here, the Miniſters' of the: Goſpel 
are not only Legati Dei, but Swrrogati Chriſto :this is that, 
whercin the leaſt ofthe Miniſters of the New Teſtament 
excellthe greateſt of the old : The Prophets they were 
Gods Embaſſadoursto the people, but 'twas not for Chr:ſt, 
nor in Chr:ſts ſtead, To make this plaine to you: Whena 


- Princeſendeth a ys unto anothers that Meſſenger 


is only an Ewbaſſadexr, the Prince beingnor bound to car- 
ry the meſſage himſcltc : But now Jeſus Chriſtzhe is the 
Fathers Embaſſadour, and Chriſt is thereby bound to bring 
the meſſage of Peace; bur being neceflarily employedelſc- 
where. (in the ſame dcligne of grace) he conſtitutes 'us his 
Officers: ſo that we do not only come in the name of God, 
but in the place of Chriſt,to dothat worke which is prima- 
rily his, John,20021, As the Fathey hath ſent me, even ſo ſend 
Tyou, And this was the commendation of the Galatians, 
Gal.4.14, That they received the Apoſtle Pax! cven as 
Chriſt Jeſus. Now do butconlider, how low: God. ſtogps 
totake you up into communion with himlelte,, And wil 
thounor ſigne the Articles of agreeaqnent ? ſhall ſome baſe 
inconſiderable luſt [which thoy art aſhamed to plead far, while 
thou huggeſt it ſuch a luſt ſtand in competition. with 
God? lay claime to thy heart, and carry it,-And wilt thou 
never turneto God 2? atall, why notnornow? Is itftfor 
God to holdthe candle of his grace for thee to ſin by ? Bur if you 
will not by all thisbe perſwaded, I muſt turnerothoſe thar 
will: and to them I come with a uſe (I hope they long for, 
itisa uſe) of h 


(Direion) | 
How toobtaine communion with God, Is not this the 


| uſe your ſouls defire?The plaine truth is. This isthe uſe for 


which I did in ſome ſort —_ it 4 caſe of conſcience tO _ 
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of this Text aſecond time, Having endeavoured herero- 
fore to ſhew you the Glory of Glory, I cannot bur think this 
to be the queſtion that lies uppermoſt in c jous 
heart : how ſhall I obtaine this matchleſle priviledge 2 

Give me leave to premile but oe Cantion, and you will 
berhe better able to take the following dir :&ionos, The 

Caution is this. Do not muſtake the nature of commu- 

nion with God,cither in the dodtrine of it, or in the enjoy- 
ment of it ; donot fancy itto b2 what it is not» (have pati- 
ence a lirde,and I ſhalltell you whart it is by and by,) 
- Theonely way I ſhall preſcribe ro preyentthis miſtak- 
45 this, [Learne to know) tnfallibly, the d:fference between the 
motions of the Spirit of grace, and of the Spirit of deluſion] you 
know all communion with God, is by the Spirir of grace ; 
and all manner of Spirituall deluſion pretends highto ſpeci- 
all communion with God, In ſhort, you may know the 
difference thus, 

The motionsof the Holy Ghoſt arc alwaics Saxitifying 
motions, and Humbling motions, and Orderly motions; what- 
ſocyer 15 contrary to any of theſe qualifications, they are at 
the beſt, bur gilded deluſions, The Spirit of God in all his 
operations advanceth holinefle ; holineſle doth neceſſitate 
the heartintoan humble frame : and both theſe are al- 
WaiCcs —_— thatis, the Spirir of God never upon 
one duty, when weare in another : the Spirit of GoJ never 
raviſheth the heart with comfort, to diverr it from ſervice: 
the Spirit of God never puts perſons to aft our of their cal- 
ing,nor beſidethe rule of Scripture, This caution pre- 

ded,rakethele Direftions, | 

: Learne toknow what it is to enjoyGod, Communion 
with God is matting elſe but the \communication of grace be- 
eween God andthe Soul ; it conſiſts in = yoon influznce of 
grace and fayour from God to the ſoul, and ſpeciall re- 
turnes of grace and ho1our from the ſoul ro God. As the 
fan diſſolvcs the clouds ialeaſurely dropsof warer uponthe 
earth, 8& the carth returncs irs vapours upon the influence 
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The reaſon why I name this, and why I name itfirſt, 
is thiss Chriſtians are ready tothinke, that all commu- 
nion with God confiſts in the comforts -of the Holy Ghoſt : 
whereas Chriſtians may as _ and as advantagionſly cn- 
joy God in ſecrevconveyances of grace : in inward Supports: 
ina concealed acceptation of ſeryice: in the drawing out of 
the ſoul God-ward, as inthe more open) and c le 
maniteſtation of God untothe ſoul, Communion with God 
isa familiar friendſhip (pray let reverence on our part be 
{uppoſed)you know itis ſaid of Moſes,Exod, 33,11 And the 
Lord ſpake nuto Moſes face to face, as a man ſpeaketh unto bis 
friend for counſdl, 


friend, Dowenot as uſually go to a 


and adyice,to ſcatter our contuſed,8 perplexed thoughts, 
as for comtort and chearing to raiſe our hearts?in a friends 
boſome we entruſt our ſorrowsas well as our joyes, and 
friendly communicationga«dia 5 
doubles our joyes,and halves our ſorrows. Burt, 

Suppole a ſoul,cven ſpiritually overwhelmed,berakes ir 
ſelfe ro God: The heart is ready to breakexill it hath venc 
before the Lord: ifafterward the ſoul hath no mare calc, 
ar by he bare mo _ COS panes in - 

alme,only gives ſupport,nay,luppolcGodadde gall to the 
wormwood:will you ſay,this Ctks x com-- 
munion with God 2? you will betray your ignorance that 
you know not whatcommunion with God means. In Gods 
Secret viſits ofthe ſoul, and the ſouls reftles groping after 
God, though nothing bur. darkneſle be a ed, yet 
that ſoul lives in the ight of Gods countenance : The 
ſhines,though a cloud interpoſerh;God ſmiles, though the 
ſoul do not perceive it, Bur that you may have the joyes 
of Gods prelenceytake a further direftion, 

2, Be careſull to remove the hinderances of Commu- 
nion with God, Iam ready to belicve, that every graci- 
ous ſoul may find out what it is that hinders his Commu- 
nion with God : Andif ſo, they may then probabh pro- 
cure rational comfort, th not ſpritzal comfort; they 
may get intothe way of c Tt IRAN 
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ſc of comfort; they may ſet themſelves againſt the ov- 
r be ow of their comfort, and that very attempt puts 
them into the way of peace, 

Examinetherefore, whether thy trauble b: chrough 
ignorance , or through melancholy; or whether ſom: foe 
Þ not hie at the bottom, It it be through ignorance, 
knowledge will ſcatter it; If through melancholy, the 
Phyſitian revaſt anſwer that cale of conlcience, Bur the 

cateſt danger is when fin liesat the battom: and har 
Chriſtians ſhould paſſioaatly abhor, I remember Athena- 

#5, in his Apology for Chriſtians, thus beſpeaks the 
Thathen Emperours: There is an infamous rumogr ſpread a- 
broad of us,as if we were guilty of ſeverat wickedneſſes,if there be 
any truth in it,ſpare neitherSex nor Age,bur deſtroy us,our wives 
and children, - It ſeems Chriſtians rhens thought that Chri- 
ftian unworthy colive, that did any thang ſcandalous, 
And Auguſtine in his direXions to Paxulina, eaquiring how 
God is to be ſeen ; tels her inthis ſearch, plus valere viven- 
di, quans loquend; modum , (he _ better learn it by her 
own holy living, thanby his beſt counſel. Cypriaz (airh, 
We live, not ſpeak. great things, Ja ſhort, that Chriſtian 
that would get and maintain Communioa with GoJ, 
muſt be very carioxs in his coavertation, We muſt look 
upon fin as God looks upon it, and thea we cannot think 
any finto beſmall, If chou b2 drowacd , what matters 
it whether thou lieſt rwenty fathoms , or bur an inch under 
water? If thoube killed, what mutrers ic .whether thou 
be chok't with ahair,or ſhot with a Cannon bullet > The leaſt 
ſn indulged, hinders Commuaioa with God, And ler 
this be minded : There's no ſor: of f1as, fins of infirmiry ; 
tharis, thou canſt not ſay all {125 of ſuch a kind, are fins 
of infirmiry. e. 8. Vain thoughts are not all of them 
{ins of wy pmy' 1 for fone ſpzak the hcart to. be wicked, 
[erers, 4.14. All roaviags in praycr ave not fins of infir- 
mity; for where the heart is-nat readed, roavings are 
abominable, All fintul dreams are not ſins of infirmutyyfor 
where the heart burns with luſt» it fees forth fleepin 

| an 


Communion with God. 37 
and waking, In a word, Pſa. 5, 4. Thog art not 4 God 
haſt pleaſure in wickedneſs, neither ſhall evil dwell with thee, 
Remove obſtruftions it you would haye Communion 
wes dili ience,if Id 

; # olye upon a nt patience, it you would enj 
God, Donot think ns, ble Ch with Gd, 
isto be fg {o. ſoon as ever thou haſt ſtept over the 
threſhold of converſion. Study an eAive, Believing Pa- 
tiexce: that is, do not make ſtrange concluſions againſt 
els, if rhou doſt not preſently find the fruit of thy en- 

. This 1s the gallantremper of a Chriſtian,when 
he can unqueſtionably believe God will make good his 
word, and therefore he will humbly and obzdiently wait, 
th ic berohis dying day: when the ſoul can faith- 
tully belicve, that every ordinance of God hath grace (as 
itwere) annexed to it, and therefore he will wait th 
| he havenotthe ſenſcof ir, Tobelieye that God will ſ 
due his corruptions; yet if God ſec it meet, that he ſhall 
run up his time in ing and conteſting with fin 
(op he would be heartily glad ofmore comfortable 
ervice, yet) he will through grace keep his ſtanding : he 
will proclaim Gods CONN and freedom , he 
may give what grace he plcaſeth,and ſer upon what work . 
he pleaſeth, he i reſolved humbly to wait and { 
well of God, Is not ſuch a perſon excellently fed 
for Communion with God > 

4. Giveevery ordinance of God its due obſervance, Let 
not ſome Ordinances ſwallow up the reſt, There's no 
Law of the Creation for the greater Sear fiſhes to cate up 
the leſſer : much leſsis there any Law of Grace, for the 

carcr Ordinances of God to jallle outthe leſſer. Chriſt 
Bid, Theſe things you ought to have done, but not to leave the 
ether undone, 

The hypocrite he employes himſdlf about the exteri- 
exr and more pompous work of Religion, witha ſecret ha- 
tred of inward ſandtiry : the uawary Chriſtian is buſie 
about the Eſemials of Chriſtianity - ity, and roo much neg- 
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le&s thoſe circumſtantials , whereby others ſeeing their 
ood works, might glorific their Father which is in heaven : 
-Burt thoſe Chriſtians that do give every Ordinance of 
God its dye reſpett, that do not interfere 1n ACts of wor- 
ſhip, are moſt likely to receive the bench of every Or- 
dinance. Divine Ordinances are ſocial! meas of Commu- 
nion with God, One ſtringuatun'd,hinders the harmony - 
one Ordinance negleted, makes aflaw in our injoy- 
ment, 

Apoſtacy you know is direftly oppolite to the enjoy- 
ment of God. If thoſe that are now turn'd rank Apoſtates, 
would but ingenuouſly confeſs their way of declining, 
they mnſt tell you 'twas by diſliking and underyaluing 
ſome Ordinances of God,as if they might well be ſpared. 
c. g. How many have ſtumbled firſt ar the ſinging of 
Plalmes?then what need Scripture be read publicly, = 
can rcadthatathome? then why ſhould they i»ffrutt their 
children, they cannot reliſh what they learn ? then why 
ſhould they baptize their children, they know not whar is 
done tothem ? then why ſhould they attend upon thcir 
Miniſters that preach by Office,others can do as wellas they? 
then why ſhould they pray but when the Spirit moves 
them, and ſo they pray but by fits, &c. And ſo on, who 
knows whither > I dare appcal to their conſciences, whe- 
ther theſe, or {uch as theſe, arc not the _ whereby 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs hath gone backward in their 
Diall, Chriſtians, it ever you would have Communion 
with God, donotthink that God will ſuffer any ot his 

@, Ordinancesto be eyed at your bar, and not tobe currant 
without your «pprobation, Mult Jeſus Chriſt conſult with 
you what Laws to give his people ? 

5, Have a ſpecial regard rothe ſecret workings of your 
hearts in ſecret dutics : the faces of men, and the faces 
of durtics, are no more than Portic:bus piture , the Title 
>, fs book cut with pictures, Men may take a 
pride infrequenting the beſt Lefures, and in being ac- 
quainted with cnunent Chriſtians , and in propoſing of 


remore 
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remote caſes of Conſcience : There are very many per- 
{onstake on deal of pains to work out their damnation 
with fear and trembling ; but now, what is the inward wor- 
ſhip of thy heart in publick worſhip > whar is thy hidden 
ſervice of God in common fervice > doth thy hearrmelt 
and blecd ata Sermon,when thoſe thar ſit inthe pew with 
thee, can read noſuch matter in thy countenance > whar 
arc thy inward thoughts 2 thy ſecret prayers > thy private 
reſolves > thy retired meditations? yea, let me £2 thee 
furthcr, what are the moſt ſecret workings of the inner 
man 2 1x thoſe things wherein Communion with God doth pri 
Cipally conſiſt, a man can hardly be an Hypocrite, e, 9, Take 
an inſtance inſecret prayer, When thon art dull, and 
canſt not expreſs thy {elf : How doth thy heartheave, and 
work,, and tremble, and throb within thee 1 What longing, 
and breathing, and hankering after ſpiritual enlargement 1 
Ar another time when thy heart is enlarged, How doſt 
thou find the pouring out of thy heart? is i& not like the 
pouring our of liquorfrom a narrow mauth'd veſſel;thou 
dolt bur b»/pe out thy deſires 1 Are not the thoughts of 
thy heart like a crowd preſſing one upon another ! And 
when the diſcovery of Communion with God is woſt ſpi- 
ritual, thouthinkſt ir #0 ſpiritual cnough : this isthe way 
ro "WY thy ſelf into Gods boſom, Bur yet this 
isnot all. 

6, Obſerve the relation Chriſt ſtands infor the bring- 
ing you unto God, and lay hold on Chriſt that he ma 
bring you to his Father, Jeſus Chriſt, he intercedes wi 
the Father,and doth asit were ſay,Fatherzhere are a com- 
pop of Rebels, juſtly fallen under thy diſpleaſure, they de- 
erve to be ſer at aneternal diſtance fromthee, bur Lmuſt 
needs have them pardoned, and received into thy boſom: 
make thine own terms, ler Juſtice never ſo 
ſatisfaCtion, I will pay the utmo » give 
what Lawsthou pleaſeſt, I will undertake ſhall ob- 
ſerve chem: Thus Chriſt afts with the Father in our þe- 
half, And then he comes. tothz poor ſinner,. on _ 
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thers behalf, and brings down the terms of Whcliatib; 
He brings the bead in his hand readycancel'd,the 
Covenant of peacc ready ſcaled, and he perſwades the 
{inner to come unto him, that they might have lite, Goe 
therefore unto Chriſt, and make him y ladder to climb 
upunto God. Do not idly ſay thou canſt not, bur goon 
rill hu — a porn _ _ o no further 
Waſh thy han azy ſecurity , & {trength, It is 
an excellent problem for a Chriſtian's ſtudy, to find our 
the over-powring work, of ſpecial grace, and the concurrent ſub- 
ſerviency of mans will, 

Chriſtians, this is a ponderous direftion, and muſt be 
(erin oblerved. Iuſtin Martyr relates, that when ia his 
diſcourſe with Tryphon, he mentioned the knowledge of 
Chriſt as conducing to our happinels and perfeftions Try- 
pher's friends laught at it, I hope none hereare ſuch kind 
of perlons ; but _ you will rather ask what is it to 
ferch ſtrength from Chriſt 2 briefly thus, 

Ma ferching ſtrengrh from ——_ ng bo 
a fit promiſe, and app it to our , bya 
upon Chriſt, for rs. ance of it, in a conſcientious 
minding of the condition on our part, e. g. Inthe preſenr 
buſineſs, Eph, 2, 18, through Chriſt we have acceſs by one 
Spirit unto the Father: But how hall I come to C hriſt 2 
Mat, 11, 29, bytaking hisyoak, upon you» and learning 
of him : but how ſhall I learn? and how ſhall I be ſure of 
ſacccſs > Prov, 8, 34, by continual attendance upon him, 
thouſhalr learn, andrhuu ſhalt be bleſſed. 

7. Make uſe of cach Perſon of the Trinity to each ather 
for the enjoyment of Communion with Deity, Every 
perſon of the Trinity works borh jointly and ſeverally in 
the bringing of the ſoul unto God, The Father he eftectu- 
ally draws the ſoul to Chriſt, ſob» 5.44, And he graciout- 
ly accepts of that which is no way ſuitable to his infinite 
holineſs, The Sox as Mediator diſchargeth all that is rc- 
quiſite for the reconciling of us unto the Father. 'T he Ho- 
ly Ghoſt doth immediately work the ſoul to all ſpiricual 
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Thy 


EO bea more ples pou ate, adore 
| honowrable work, thanto res __— mſi, -dravws 


y06hg-500, ach] ace to: fend the H ho i 
#,. it isthe So» that-cngageththeFarther, oy ecinopking 
| de Hol "Ghoſt; Ia nr (cbr Fotich mach 
c 


acccis unto the e Pikes: How ſweet &it to — rat 
myſteries of Grace ! The very #ntying of theſe kyors,and 
comraditions, 


the ic our the kernels of theſe 
$bead advantageous unoth fo. | 
| | Gran will = your calc to a na Is there 


6 OY NE : y 5 (lf with God, or not > 
Canſt thou patch up an appineſs to erve tby t#rn, without 
Communion with God? It not what. ia tht reel 


uv 
Ale this buſme 3 is b oy Pr ob. q; F a 
io mine. neſs Ih dr ng enconrage- 
mes _ _ 4 know not which way to'go, nor how to 


Well, ae is the Spirit of God able. to: quicken” thee, 
andtoteach thee, Nt amore work he.ſtands clpe- 
<ially-cogaged, 'cis hik uinimediate work. prevail. upon 

ayer; Goto the Spirit, and beg of ham, 'that-he 
woul+4lead thee ro the Þather,; and: to Chriſt,  thatthouw 

"1, have fellowſhip with the Fatber and the Songs: - 5 

Alas, Feannot gauntothe Spirit, Fbave'ſe lovg.-idſiſted 
:: bir, ſoofres we face cam. ___ I am 


"Well, bur x fy TY ſtands-.c ed; and.:never 
Xak of Merit, that day thou ſpeakcit. of Chriſt; 'Go to 
Skiriſh, and beg; thar hot: prov) his Spirit intothy 

heart, Jeſus Chriſt is thy” Kinſman, he:knows hows to: 
pitythee;: nr ons ae of Grace is at EIINE: 


eget Chen, Hp 
TOE :G. Ge - 1.1.4 yr. 


Communien wh God, 
-1228haz;Ex ant go in Chtiſt, Livine no ability: go9g3dh (@ noch 
as 4 will to move towards him, I cannot gatoChriſty.'!15* +: 
"Well, bur the Farher is engaged to. draw theez though 
thou canſt not go; a'man may be drawn» wich hath no 
naturallwillingaeſsof his own:The'father tandser d 
ro changenhe with 8cabſolure'pronulcsare-cheirs tharlay 
claim torthem(praliticd they do inor overthrow their 
own claim.) Gotheretote and rell the' Father: thy caſe, -- \ 
,.:. Oh, I cannot, I dare [not go.nmo the Father'; his juſtice |} 
| ... -- weſt needs ſmoak ag ainſt me, his holineſs will never bear || | 
e2rity! en er Joapudence in me to venture m- || 
to his preſente;) Ob I'darenorgo.uvts the Father, . |] 
. - Thengobackto'Chrilt;” he thathy farisficd the Fathers 
Juſtice, and Ons our reconciliation, God the Father 
was in Chriſt the 


on recoaciling the world uato himſelf: 
A omany Reconciiaton for thee if thou 
wilt accept the word of Reconciliation, G2 therefore 
Oh, 1 cannot go unto Chrift, there's fomething required 
on my part, though not as 4 Price, yet as a Qualiticati- 
on; 1 muſt have ſome inherent righteouſneſs, or elſe n0 


| 


. .."Conimunion with God, , ,: | | 
- Then goback nuto the Spirit, it is his buſineſs to-work  F 
thy hearrinto a conformity.unto God';; God:Hoth not one 
TY aire thou ſhouldſt be holy, becauſc he is holy ; but 
ce Holy Ghoſtis ready to make thee holy, The winds 
ow blows, do thou ſpreadrhe failes. ' 
Oh, but I never ſhall,'T never .can have any holineſs t 
bear any kind of proportion to the. holineſs.of God, 4 | 
therefore it is in vain——T have . experience . mon 
than enough of my heart, And' I may by this tine knew 
what to expett, .4 
Then go back u:to the Father ; he graciouſly con 
ſoendstoaccepr of alictle., thebreathings of rheſoul, the 
trembling of the heart God-ward is not rejected by him, 
Chriſtians, did your ſoules but thus walk in theſpirity- 
all immeaſfitics of Deity, how would you be filed with q 
thy 


| 
+ 
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| Communion with Od.” 


rhe fulneſs of Ged > How would you take the Apoſfie Toby's 
er while you are leartiing to take ir, t: /ohr, wy £ 
Abide in Ged, Rbidein Go, by ths ditettih yiaſt 

cajoy-the' Endinthe Means, and have FTA Wear 


[ 


while you arc upon carth, ; 
Is iz necd{ul after all this tobe particular in an Uſe of 
| Conſolation > | 
. Hath-not every true Chriſtian a Natural-ſpiritzal in- 
ſtin&t to rui'unto God what everailes him? And tercdiin- 
ly, if there be any conſolation in Chjiſt if any com art in thetsve 
ot God,and in the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt If there be(as 
moſt certainly there is)protir in obſerving dinance; 
and walking mournfnlly betore God, rhen this ] 1 
will afford unſpeakable comforr in all cafes,-Wheii fe 
and heart faileth, then may the foulthat harh intereſt 16 
God ſhout nnto him with the voice of triumph, ; 

1, Whenthe fleſh failes, when the outward man is in 
an afflifted condition , and who can tell. the benefit of 
aftlictions ? garlickamong roſe-trees, makesthe ralesthe 
{wceter, and thoſe roles which are made-by arrtogrow 
without prickles, loſe their ſent.  AfMiftibn: with the tr- 
joyment of God is infinitely betrer than proſperity withour 
ir. But what is thy affliftion ? is it bodily weakneſs? thy 
vile body ſhall cre long be changed, Art thou pork and. 
deſpiſcd 2 riches of glory will makefal} amends. raieed 


- Lname particulars? rake one Text: whichy is' ſo plains the 


meaneſt may underſtand it, yer ſofull,there's none able ro 
explain it, 2 Cor, 4, 16,17, 18, For which cauſe we faint 
not, but though our outward man periſh, yet the inward man 5s 
renewed day ; day , for our hght ae which is but for a 
moment. worketh for. us a P ws more - exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, while we look not at the things which ave" ſeen, 
but at the things which are not ſcen, for. the things which are 
ſeen "a temporal, but the things which are not ſeen are 
eternat, 


2, Whenthe heart failes, when the ſpirit is toft, and” 
Ly G2 ready 


44 « « Copmaiarath Gd, 

ready 02 be heoverhenedy, £ Chriſtians in this caſe will 
grant, that cnjo) Godis abundantly able to b:ar, 
up bear ods : burthisi is the ht of their 
þy they, A? they. ant ary nover ſhall ca- 


* T6thole that rake chis mou complaint, I have 
encral requeſh betore | bu pr pact Toi. Particular 
1 Se Harthey would lerve fromachis very! 
ih enjormien of God may conſiſt wich ſantyrouble 
nt bur. this,and:[ hope though thouart a trembling 
Chriſtiangfull of ſpiruual jcalouties ; yer thou ſhalt (ee ere 
ar thou mejef, and that thou deſt enjay God in 
al-t le. Suppote, I [ ſhould peremprorily aſkerc ir it: 
rliouto ſay tothe COIrary ? gh 


t, This is fr Chri igus of the h: heſt form, Gods ecial 
preſence _ one 0 hp urn of hgh and that I pit 1» 
Meg; To cis [anks L anſwer. 

2 mr a Dyrnay oh canceſſion, 'tis very deſirable to. have a- 


Br ſtrong meat; tha 15, rhe more ſecret myſt:ries of 


SPE weakneſs never yet made any breach berwezn 

od and che foul,ng even Communion with him; Art 

gegrro = ben child, becaulſc he js a fick child, 

pi” chtid Moſhe} 03. 13, Like as @ Facher pittierh 
bis childrens ſo, the Lord pitticth them that fear him, But 


2, It is nat weakneſs ſomnch as wickedneſs; corruptions 
. areprevglent, and ſuch corruptions as many times [am 
_— 4/4 Are inganſiſtext wth grace, and therefare- I: way 
__ 7 fa.be [rap en eternal diſtuncazT'o this I an- 


'S By way gc iceſſion; Ir is a juſt and a {a1 cauſe. of 
plan's þ havecgulcicac: flic in thy: face: _ of 


© () 


graccs.to be ſtrong awen i in Chriſt; able-ro- di-- 


Commaniduwith One - +3 
fin : our fins are called out debts : we may eaſily runltto 
debry but'cis hard to get;our ; we may callly fall into fin, 
but not ſo caſily recover our ſtanding, Bur 

2, If fin be diſcerned,'ris —_ weakned, A peniten- 
tial eye hath a kind of faſcination, Iris in fin as in treaſon, 
if a treaſon be diſcovered defore it break out, the treaſon 
it ſelf is th:reby broken, That fonl thar is truely ſenſible 
of irs danger, is paft it; thongh God may deal by thee as 
David by Abſolom, keep thee for a while at ſome humbling 
diſtance, yet thou mayeſt Ee God, more confidently 
than Abſolom did of David, that thou mayeſt ſee his face, 
becauſe thou artnotable to bear his eſtrangement, and 
thou ſhall nor be denyed, bur ſhalt have cither comfortable 
fruition, or profitable lupporr, 


3. But yet, more but's yet ? aye and yet: alas my heart 
is not ina poſture fit for the enjoyment of God, there 
ſhould be ſome ſuitableneſs in the ſubjett for ſo great a 
priviledge, but alas I am Iknow not what 7 am, [ 
am every way worſe than you can imagine me to be, 

To this, if I-ſhould = the anſwer wherewith 'cis 
ſaid, ſom: body contuted Bellarmine, in ſaying, Bellarmine 
thou lieft : perhaps this anſwer would be remembred Jon- 
ger than a fine one.” Aid "tis your profit my ſoul defires, 
God knows, I had rather any oze, though rh2 meaneſt in 
the Congregation ſhould ſay the Sermon did me good, 
than that every one ſhould ſay,'rwas a good Sermon, \Vell 
then, take this rude anſwer , Thox./--> and pray obſerve 
how [demonſtrate it, If thou {oſt not believe hy ſelf iti 
what thou ſaysſt, then thy complaint is an hypocritical 
_— for to M _ dh bo ent pr wmility is 

aſe hypecrifie, It thou thiak as on en 
'tiS a comfortable miſtake, and that which doth evidence 
height of grace ; for thoſe that are vileft in their own 
eycs, are perſons in whom God delighterh, You never 
read in Scriptureof any that beſpatrered himſelf as = 

, 


FT. Communion with God, 

did: butare not thoſe paſſages his beaxty-ſpors > had Paul 
ever the leſs Communion with God for all char > Thou 
thar /ckeſt the duſt of Gods feet, he wili take, thee into his 
armecs, and lay thee in his boſom. And whence haſt 


rhou at yrtons thy conſtant ſupport > whence haſt thy 
(though bur ſeldom) revivings 2 1s it not God that «pholds 


thy ſoul ix life 2 art thou not hid in the ſecret of his preſence ? 
well then, P[al, 27.14, Wait on the Lord, be Y good conrage, 
he fhall ftrengthen thy heart , waite I ſay on the Lord, 


Toſpeakall in a word ; Ihave endeavoured to bring 
you unto God, and there I would leave you, 


Paxk Maior, 


Thueſday the 27, of March,1655, 
(&deredtharDr. Ame bedelired from 
this Courtto print his Sermon at "Pals, 
on thelaſt Lords-day, together with his fors 
| merSermon there -laſ 


year. 
SADLER: 


